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 Private Residence, Austin, TX 

by Jennifer Adams, Managing Editor
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Being a geologist by profession, it was only logical that a homeowner and his wife chose a selection of natural stone for the remodel design of the kitchen in their Austin, TX, home. Various types of travertine and granite were combined to create an elegant yet warm dining/living environment that reflects the residence's Southwestern surroundings.

"Originally limited to replacing the kitchen cabinets, this project soon grew to a total reorganization of the kitchen -- functionally-- and creating a totally new and different aesthetic," said Project Designer Mark Lind of CG&S Design-Build in Austin, TX, which served as the architect and contractor for the project. "It was one that was articulated by the clients as 'clean, simple and modern.'"

The designer went on to explain that the remodel not only involved the kitchen, but also the family/music room, hallway, stairwell, entry vestibule and entry powder room. And because of the homeowner's extensive knowledge of stone, he was very much a part of the material selection process.

"The husband is a geology professor, so he not only selected each type of stone, but he also handpicked each particular slab, and from each slab, exactly which areas to cut from," said Lind. "Given his profession, it was natural to use stone as a finish material."
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Travertine tile, which was supplied by Materials Marketing Corp. of Austin, TX, sets the tone of the interior design. The material consists of soft shades of beige, which creates a soothing feel in the space, while its texture provides character and depth. For the walls, Nuvolato Gold travertine tiles -- with a honed and unfilled finish -- were employed. The pieces range in height from 4 to 18 inches.

"The intent was to use alternating sizes to simulate the natural horizontal rock strata in the Austin area," said the designer. "After the travertine tile courses were set up on the walls, a discussion was held about the difficulty of grouting all of the joints without filling all of the natural pockets in the tile that were intentionally left unfilled. It was decided not to grout the joints in the wall tile -- a decision which seemed risky at the time, but after the fact, was clearly the right thing to do."

Complementing the walls, 12- x 12-inch Vintage Classic travertine floor tiles -- polished and filled -- were employed in the kitchen, hallway, entry and powder bath. Moreover, 6- x 6-inch tiles of the same material form a border around the field of the floor.
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"The contrast between the angular, hard tile surfaces and the softer curves of the circular, recessed light coves in the ceiling makes for an aesthetically balanced, yet dynamic, environment," said Lind.

In addition to the travertine, the remodel project employed five varieties of granite, which were supplied by Austin Stoneworks. A focal point of the kitchen is a large center island -- featuring a top fabricated from a single 3-cm slab of Volga Blue granite. "Brilliant flecks of bright blue catch the light and make the island seem to shimmer," said the designer.

Further contributing to the sleek look of the kitchen are the additional countertops and top of the message center, which are all made of Emerald Pearl granite with a thickness of 3 cm. Additionally, an entertainment center and a wine center feature tops made from 2-cm granite slabs with a laminated front edge.

In total, it took approximately five months to complete the remodel project. "The reaction to the project has been overwhelmingly positive," said Lind. "The use of travertine tiles on the walls, while perhaps unusual in a kitchen/living application, seems nevertheless to fit right in with all of the other materials -- including five different types of granite. To this day, this project remains one of CG&S's premier designs. Not only are we very proud of it, but we thoroughly enjoyed working with the clients, and we would gladly do so again."

