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By Chaya Chang

Design Solutions

SET ATOP THE ROLLING COUNTRY HILLS
of west Austin, CG&S Design-Build. an
architectural firm and general contractor
from Austin, TN, envisioned a remodel

that allowed the 5.946-sq.-ft. Texan home
Lo captre the dramuatic seenic views of

the Colorado River and surronnding hills
and roaftops that border the home.

A family tradition

Crerring its start in the 505 from well-
known Texan remodelers Clarenee and Stella
Cuerrere, CG&S didn't add the designbuild
aspect i the company undil 1994 wlien
Stewart Davis, archivect for CO8S,
joined the company.

“This addirion fundamentally changed

the nature of the entire business.” savs Davis,

“The eompany started with small remaodels
and in 1994 became the premier design-
build firm in Austin,”

Tonday, CGES Design-Build has 15
emplovees, including an architect and
his intern, five to six superintendents.
skilled carpenters, sales and office swaff.

CG&S adopted the “team approach™ w
building crews for each project. “We Luild
the perfect teams for each individual projeet,
just as one would gather the right ease and
crew for g movie,” adids Davis,

While the company does some marketing,
most projects come from referrals — either
from previous clients or high-end builders
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from the Austin area. “The schneider

residence came from a referral from
another high-end builder.” notes Davis,
“Most builclers don't like to zet invalved
with remodeling so they refer them 1w ns”
Thar referval sparked a rrusting relation-
ship between CG&S and the homeowners,
\fer compler
1997, CO&S was bronghin back Tour vears

lnter to do an extensive kitchen remodel,

r i fmily mom remodel in

“Gerting asked 1o do another job by the
same clients is always a compliment.” says
Davis,

“Thas was the most elaborate kitchen
we have ever done,” notes Daviz, “The
homeowners wanted 1o upgrade the existing
kitchen and breakfast area to the level of the
remainder of the home. These spaces were
very moidest compared o the sizefqualiny
of the home’s other spaces and the

neighbortond,”

A vertical addition
I'he first challenge Davis eneountered
was that the kitchen was land-locked horizon-
tally. “Since we couldn’t add any square feet
to the bowse, T decided the only way to build
this elaborate kirchen was o build vertically.”
To give the kitehen a more dramartie
appearance, Davis expanded dwough the
roof. raising the ceiling heigln from 9 fi. 10
21 fi. “We really added another story o the
home without adding the floor.” savs Davis.




Building vertically instead of homzonally is a
very tricky thing o do.” adds Davis. =We also
franel 1o Koo pr in i that becanse this wi
Ingh-traffic kitehen where the Tamily spent i loi
of its time, we necded o make this loee mnonnt
ol -i_ﬂll'ﬂ"i'llll]l.hl'l.':|l|1 virl |.‘l'i'}l it really deamiit-
i

To keep the space less inmimidating. Davis

added o large light canopy above the central

islamd ar the 9 fr, level. The moldine geomd the
kitchen is also @i 9 0 to lessen the seale of the
(RRIHIRL N

|II'II' homeowners :-:-||||1--r|-=l il ||ll nl' ||:‘||;'| (1]

Ui wossenis, <o we introdoced clerestory windows
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. O HURSLEY, NG

Before and After:
The immaculate
Texan home
upgraded from
5,070 sq. ft to
5,946 sq. ft with
the addition of
an office/utility/
guest suite.

REMODELER'S CHOICE -
KEY PRODUCTS SPECIFIED:

The Roof Tile & Sete Co.

For more information

wisil wre quelifisdremodelee com/
direciory
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all aroumd for notural daylight
anel 1o bring in the views
that surroumded the home,
“Fach piece in the room
was thoughn our aned the
homeswners had an excellem
knowledee of what worked
and wha didon’.” savs Davis.
“The homeowners foomnd o
picee of granite and based
all the volors of the kitehen
aronndd tliat,

Llse off costom millwork.
interior stone cladding and
drarmatic, but honctional
lighinge ereated an atmo-
sphere of quality, beauy
and sevle.” adds Davis. “For
inatanee, the whole kitchen is
el with stone = the custom-
ol Stone range hood was
macle by Avehaie, o loeal
company who is tained in
traditional stone earvine. 1t
weighs thowsands of pownds
anved thar ook o lor of desien-
ing 1o ke sure the fixoore

wonild stay it |u-r||r;un'|n]\.”

The remodel expands

What stirted o as 6
kitchen remodel turned
into a larger project with
|Jt|' .Ilil Ii1 1001 ll|l il |.Iu|1t|' l||'|'j1'|'.lII
utility/guest smine above the
exisring three-car garage

- ||I|' |:ri.:_-_"t‘-l |'||.;||i|'|:_'_11'

i nadidime the suiie above the
s was nof 0 create a tall
ungainly block of an addition
at the very end of the loane,”
adids Davis,

I'he original home wis
designed ina three-part
“boomerang” shape o take
advaniage of the panaoramic
hilltop views, The center sec-
ton of the boomerang was the
biggest anel tallest mass, with
the two wings 1o either side

roughly symmerrical



“The home office/uwiling/guest suite had the
potential of creating an awkard ou-of-balance
home that would not be pleasing o the eve.

Our elients were very coneerned with thar”

To address this concern. Davis decided 1o
keep the new roofline as low as possible by
setting a low plate height (about 4 . G in.
above the floor). “shelwering” the new spaces
under the ralters (ereating sloped ceilings at cach
room’s perimeter). and punched curved dormers
through the new level two rool where windows
were needed, “This gave the interior of cach

roomn @ cozy. protected feeling,” adids Davis.

Paying attention to design details

The clients also desired the additon o “dress
up” the existing garage door facade ns they drove
i aund ot every day.

“The garage is an important elevation, meriting
wood] desizn and oftentimes dismissed with, “Ol.
this is just a gavage: its at the side of the house:
its e important for thar o look good.™ says
Davis. “The garage i= actoally a high-traffie,
ligh-visihility facade. Mavbe not 1o the passers-
by, b 1o the people who count the most —
the folks who live there!

“Regarding the home office, this avea did no
et the sane low protected ceiling treatment, as

it was on the vear face of the home, overlooking
Lake Austin.” says Davis. 1 decided 1o give this
rooi i very high eeiling and ving it with clerestory
windows, similar to the new kitchen., 1w give
excellent davlight and views. This room features
fiee cherry coffered ceilings and millwork amd
high-tech cable lighting,

“This project ook 10 months w design and
another 10 months to build,” savs Davis. “During
all of this construction. the homeowners remained
living in the home, Our crew insulated it very well
with |r|:.'\1.':|lHJ and locks.,

“Ar the end of phase roo, the homeowners
were very excited about the auteome. The entire
home is well designed and fits the lifestyle of is
homeowners.” says Davis. “Now they have a
beautiful house that complements its amazing
surronndings.” Wl

Stewart Davis

CGES Design-Build, Inc., Austin, TX
(512) 444-1580
stewort@cgsdb.com

The kitchen remodel was

vertically through the existing roof and by converting
adjacent spaces to kitchen/breakfast use. Use of
custom millwork, interior stone cladding and dramatic,
quality, beauty and style.
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Top 500

By Jonathan Sweet

JANUARY 2004 ]

ALMOST 300 REMODELERS
turned out to join the QR seall
ol

Masonite  and  MarketSharp

and  Top SpOmnsnrs
and Master Design Awards
sponsor Jeld-Wen in honoring
the wop remodeling compa-
nies in the country Oer, 22
in Baltimore,

ST
Top Performer Awards at the event: No. 1
List —
[nternational.  Chicago; Whole House -
BOWA Builders, Melean, VA: Bathrooms —
Bath Saver, Ine.. Lewisberry, PA: Windows &
Doors — Castle, The Window  People.

recieivied

Six

companies Top

Disaster  Kleenup

on MNationals

Mechanicsburg: Sunrooms — Cuostom Patio
Rooms, Pinsburgh, PA; and Other Specialty =
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing, Laurel. MDD,
Sevenicen Master Design Award winners
also received awards in Baltimore, Seon FL
Wilson Architect. Brentwood, TN, won an
unprecedented seven awards: Best of Show
above 3150.000; Besi of Show
S150.000; First Place, Whole House above
S500.000: First Place, Whole House below
=200, (; Place,
Sunroom: Second Place, Detached Stroctures:

Fyebiovw

First Conservaiory/
aned Third Place, Conservatory/Sunroom,
Sixteen other companies also ok home
awards: Doug Walter Architeets. Denver =
First Place, Additions ahove S1T00.000; Firsi
Place. Bathrooms above S50.000;  and
Second Place, Whole House above S5040,000;
CG&S  Design-Build,  Austin, TX - First
Place, Kitchens above 375000 and Third

Place, Additions above 5100,000: MeCuire,
Hearn & Toms Ine. Manakin-saboi, YA -
First Place, Bathrooms below S30.000 and
Place,
Architeetural Resource, Ann Avbor, M1 - First
Place, Residential Specialey: Barelt Filo
Design Build, Menomonee Falls, W1 = Firat
Place, Finished Bascments: Kohler Homes,
Burke. VA = First Place. Detached Struetares:

Second Residentinl — Specialty;

Heirigs Property Restoration. Memphis. TS -
First Place. Insurance Restoration: 5.0, Lohre
lne., Waldorf, MD - First Place, Exterior
Facelifi: Cralt  Architecture &
Construction, Columbus, OH = Second Place,
Whole House 5200000 w S500,000: Sun
Design Remodeling 5 wcialists, Burke, VA -
Second  Place, Addirions  above S T00,000:

B

The Sullivan Co., Newton, MA = Secondd
Place. Kitchens  above ST5,000  and
Honorable  Memtion,  Additions  above

STO0.000: Design Construction Coneeps,
Northbrook. 1L — Second Place, Kichens
S40.000 o T75.000: Kaiser Building "Co..
Cranbury, N] = Second Place, Bathrooms
above  S50.000; ART. Design Build,
Bethesda, MDD = Third Place. Kiichens
S0 1o 375,000 Desienline Remodelers,
Richmond, YA = Honorable Mention, Whale
Housze below 52000000; and Harrold Forest
Dictrich Architects, Deerfield, L = Honorable
Mention. Exterior Facelift, All of the award-
wiining projects are posted on the (M Web
sive at www, QualilicdRemodeler.com.

For information on entering the 2004 Top
500 see p. 34, and see p. 18 for this year's
Master Design Award entry forms, ll




2003 TOP 500
TOP PERFORMERS

Whole Housa
Kifchens

Baths

Windows,/ Doars
Decks, Parches
Raofing
Sunrooms
Insurance Restorofion
Light Commerciol
Other Specialty
Design/Build
Full-Service

BOWA Builders Inc., McLean, VA

Kitchen Magic Inc., Bloomsbury, HJ

Bath Saver Inc., Lewisherry, P4

Castle, The Window People, Mechanicshurg, PA
Archadedk of Chorlotte, Chorlatte, NC -
State Roafing, Monroe, WA

Custom Potio Rooms Inc., Pitishurgh, PA
Belfor, Denver, (0

Gold Comst Enterprises, Alameda, CA
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing, Loursl, MD
Gardrer/Fox Assacintes, Bryn Mowr, PA
Thomas Construction Inc., Eorth City, MO

{Onckowise from fop lefi)
Stawart Davis (lefi) and
Billy Guerrera (right} accept
(685 Design-Builds twa Moster
Diesign Awards from Jeld-Wan's
Seo Browne; Seott Wikson,
Scott H, Wikon Archited,
receives some of i company's
record seven Master Design dwords;
Rick Butss, author of The Big Buits
of Life and The Saforf Chronidles,
endertuins the oudience during his
Teatured speech of this year's even!
of Oriole Pork of Comden Yords.

FICHAND W ROCHFOHT PHOTOOAAPHER

$19.0 million
513.5 million
§16.7 million
529.2 million
54.6 million

57.8 million

515.2 millian
5315 milkion
53.1 millian

516.2 million
521.1 million
525.8 million
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