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The Next Wa

Hispanics are the fastest growing ethmu
group in the U.S. What does this mean g‘
for the remodeling industry?—page 72
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Added Value

The effect of employee benefits on your bottom
line. The first in a three-part series—page 68

The New Recruits

The future of the remodeling workforce is ...
multicultural—page 86
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Making the Most of It

his bathroom remodel was in a home

with 2-foot thick masonry perimeter

walls. Demolition revealed a win-
dow that had been covered up — leaving a
deep opening in the wall. Stewart Davis,
design director of CG&S Design-Build in
Austin, Texas, decided to design a cabinet
to fit the space.

The custom cherry cabinet matches the
vanity and is 6 feet 6 inches tall, 30 inches
wide, and 16 inches deep. The room did not
have enough floor space to include all the
storage the homeowners wanted, so this solu-
tion was a welcome addition to the project.

Davis had opted to have the cabinet flush

with the surrounding tile wall, but once the
rough-hewn tile on the walls was installed.
he realized that the variations in the tiles” sur
face made that design impossible. “If it was
drywall, we conld have pulled it off.,” Davis
says. Instead, the crew used narrow trim (o
create a clean, finished edge.

Thee master bath had no exieror windows,
so to add light, Davis chose to extend the
B-foot ceiling by going up 1o the existing rafters
and adding a skylight and gable window, “No
matter how much lighting vou add, it cannot
take the place of natural light” he says. The
motorized awning window in the gable is con-
trolled by a switch in the bathroonr: —N.F

The bath remodel fulfills the need for
storage and provides natural light.

Mixing Shades of Cabinetry

popular look for today's kitchens involves using a combina-
tion of two cabinetry colors to subtly or dramatically change
the composition of color in the room.

But designers should consider the longevity of the kitchen and avoid
choosing colors based on current fads or fashions, A subtle refinement
of shades based on earth tones 15 ideal: Natural wood with chocolate,
mocha with vanilla, and ginger with moss are prime examples of these
color schemes.

One option is to
create understated
elegance by using a
contrasting color for
just the cabinet trim.
Or a designer can
choose to highlight a
featured cabinet as

the only color vana-
tion, and then pick

Color is used to define the sink area from
the storage space in this elegant bath.

up the same color in
corbels and posts.

If the homeowner wants a more dramatic kitchen, designers can
use base cabinetry that is a different color from the wall cabinets.
Typically, designers choose a darker base color to anchor the space.
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In some Kitchens, the best place to add an accent color is on the
furniture-look island. Many designers choose a dark color here and
pick up this color in trim accents throughout the room.

In a bath, color can help define the use of space. The active center
portion of the piece shown in the photograph ot left is a soft linen
glaze, while the storage portion is an earthy ebony color. —Nick
Ritora is senior design and software trainer for Merillar Industries,
He is a feamred speaker throughout the country an product, design,
mr:.l".::tﬂ saftware. Send him e-mail at nriteta@merillat.com,

Tips for Combining Colors

= Avoid trendy colors that your clients may tire of or that
have limited appeal.

m Use subtle contrasts of color within the same family,
such as pewter with onyx or neutrals with browns.

m Pick an accent piece and extend that color to the trim.
m Use darker colors on the base cabinets and lighter tints
on the wall cabinetry.

m Pull a color from a tile backsplash or countertop into
the palette. —N.R.
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